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PART II
Population

Where Washington'!s People Live

Because of the influences of topography, climate, accesgibility and recent
industrialization, Washington's population is distributed unevenly throughcut :
the state, Over twowthirds of the people live in the western pértion, concens:
trated largely in the industrial ‘eities of Puget Sound. The Olympic Mountains
and-Willapa Hills of the Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains stand cut as
sparsely populated areas in western Washington, The Willamette-Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Belling-
ham near the Canadian berder, is the major population belt of the state. It
contains a fairly well-distributed rural population on its river deltas and
rolling; glacial drift plains. ' o '

The mountains, hills, plateaus, irrigable valleys and dry climatic con=
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of population settlement in eastern
Washington. Mountainous areas including the sastern Cascade Mountains slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Mountains and the Selkirks have but few people,
Dryland and upland areas which cannot be irrigated, such as large portions of -
the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and thé hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population are.soncentrated in the
irrigated Yakima, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Wella Walla Valleys and in
the Pasco and Quiney Basins, In the far eastern sgction-~the Palouse Hills~-
the uniform soil, topography and moderate rainfall permit ‘s more evenly dis-
tributed population, The industrialized Spokane metropolitan area and the rich
agricultural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Wash- -
ington, , _

Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British'and American expedi-
tions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Ownership
of the area was disputed by American and Great Britain, A compromise, the
Joint Ococupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American-and British fur traders
and settlers to live north of the Columbia River., British interésts (the North-
west Company and the Hudson Bay Company) established fur trading posts at
Spokane and Walla Walla in 1810 and 1818,: American claims were strengthened by
the Lewis -and Clark Expedition (1804-1805) and by:the settlements at Fort Spo-
kane, Okanogan and Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company. The British'increased
their influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver
and Fort Nisqually between 1824 and 1833, Settlement by Americans north of the
Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson Bay
Company which desired to maintain its fur trade mﬁnopolyg '

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840%s changed the balance of control in favor of tHe United States, Most of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon, Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and soon outnumbered the British fur traders.
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The conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 1846, which °
gave the United States the present area of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today. Oregon Territory (including all of the
present State of Washington) was .created in 1848 by Congress, with its capliol
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the Monticellp
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate terri-
torial govermment, Washington Territory was ereated March 2, 1851, With a

aapitol at Olymp:ta on Puget Sound. o Isaac I. St.evens was appomtad as Governor;

Population growth was eldw bafore 1860. Laok of roads, the 1ong d:l.atance
~ from the East, and the difficulty o,f claaring the ‘danse forests of the Puget
Soumt coantry Kept immigration to.a minimup,’ Indian hosiility prevented .
. Bettlament in most of eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that tended to slow
 movement into the Puget Sound Basin. The Washington population was only 11,5911

’ agcordimr ‘to the 16860. Census.

In 1.863, the Washington tarrit.orial bounda.rias were changed to the preaent:
state lines by the ereation of Idaho Territory, The Census of 1870 was the
firstgto follow the present boundariee, and it ermmerated a population of

Population grew rapidly fxm 18_70 to. 1690. New transcontinental ra.ilroadg
brought large waves of imigran’os from the Bast and Europe,  The eampletion of’

T the Union Pacific to. the Columbia River brought new settlers into southeastern’
Washingt ony. When the Northern Facific reached Spokane in 1880.and was cone
’tinued 6 toward Pu,get Sound gettlers occupied the Palouse and Big Bend wheat

. Jands and ‘the Yakima Vallear. ‘In. 1883,1 six new counties were created <in eastern
Washingt::n. Ezpanaion of coastwisa shipping and lumbering built up the citiles

“on Puget Scund and at Grays Hérbor. Washington Territory was. admitted to the

Union as a’state in 1889, - The. popzilation -at. that time was 350,000 -

The period 1900-1910 was a decade of rapid growth in which the gtate
gained 62li,000 persons, more than doubling to 1,111,990, -Two. other railrocads,:
Great Northern and Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul, reached Puget Sound in
1893 and: 1909, respee'tlvely. .Thesuiber industry and agriculture supported

more- peoples land-and timber: gagkers homesteaded. free publie. domain:lands in
e ;»the moirrbainots areas, The Alaskan 'gold rush doubled Seattlels population

- within-4 deécade, Rallroada and- ships brought large. rmmbers of - pecple from

* .« Bdrope, who took. up 1umbering, fighing; mining and agnculture. -Ranked numer-
ically, .1ccording to the 1920 Censua, the.largest foreign-born. groupe in the
"s¥a%e wewe Canadians (L2,000), Swedes -(35,000), Norwegians - (34,000), ‘English
+(23,000), Germans . (22,000), I‘bal:lana (18,000}, Finns (12,500), Russians:
(n,ooo) and Iriah (9,0009.

Betueen 1910 and 19h0 populat:'lon grew at. a slawer but steady rate. The
1ncréase -Was. ‘about 20,000 per year,: lThe lumber lndustry began to decline
after 1929, Reduced employment. .and_a’ growing. searcity of land were reflected
in a slower rate of population growth, However, during the 1930's, many
farmers from. the- -Great Plains’ drought areaa moved overland to Washington

= eaeking arming Opportunities. S g :
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The 1940«1950 decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new .defense industries, it re-
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, ralsing the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolitan
districts in King, Pierve, Kitsap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the
Federal atomic works in Benton County, - : _
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In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural areas~-in
villages and on farms. By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or

40,8 percent, wers living if urban areas, In 1950, according to the Census

Gefinition of "urban" which includes residents of towns of 2,500 and larger,

1,503,166 persons, or 63.2 percent, were living in urban areas, And over 52

.Percent lived in thrée ‘standard metropolitan areas comprised of Seattle,

Tacoma, Spokane and their surrounding suburban cities and towns. -This trend

" follows the national patbern.

Table 1,~ Population of Washington The rural population is predome
18601955 , ' irantly rural nohfarm, consisting of
— - 602,026 persons who 1live in the coun-
= : . - . try, but do not operate farms, The
Year Populgt;on - rur'gl farm population decreased sbout
1860 1 11,54k : one-fifth betwsen 1540 and 1950, and
1870 23,968 © rumbe 71, 4
18680 75,116 ' of the state's total 1950 population
1890 357,232 - of 2,378,963, As a result of the
- 1900 - 518,103 . farmeto-city trend in Washington,
1910 1,111,990 , about one person in ten is living on
1920 1,356,621 : . @& farm and about six persons out of
. 1930 1,563,396 - ten are living in a town or city
19’-‘0 1'17369191 T larger that 2 psgol
1950 | 2,378,963 . '
1955 . 2,580,000 o According to the 1955 estimates
Souroes: U5, Gonmus, Population;  of ¥ Vashington Cansus Board, the

Washington State Census -

WRABA e by ek Wk WP LAk wanu.l.u?uvu

D ; ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000),
poard, April 1,195 Spokane (162,000), Tacama (156,000),

' | ¢ Yakima (43,000), Vancouver (L1,950),
Bellingham (35,700), Everett (3L,100), Bremerton (32,200), Walla Walla (25,400)
and Longview (23,500), A

Population of Garfield County

. Garfield County's population is concentrated in the northern section. The
countyts population in terms of persons per square mile is relatively sparse
being only about L persons per square mile, A majority of the people live in
towns, The rural farm population is mainly scattered on lar ge farme raising

grain and livestock, - Garfield County's pcpulation.of 3,20L 4n 1950 ranked 39th
among Washington countied, being tied with San Juan County for that ranik,

Population is emtirely rural and rupalenonfarm according to classifi=
cations used by the Bureau of Census. The county has no urban places by
Censug classification (dn urban place being a town or city of 2,500 or over).

Q
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- ‘Pomaroy {8 bhs Largest town with s ,papulation o 1,7?541'1 1950. “The 1950

o _Cfensua olaspified Garfidld County inhabitants asl fol;pwsa mral-nonfarm 1,8917
-""j-j”“,(59> plarcent anﬂ rurar-i‘am 1,3}.3 (h], percen’o). S

kg population ‘growth and ddeling of Garfield County has been. nlosely -

.

associated with the agricultural devVelopment of the county, During the pio-
neer settlement period many cattle ranchers and cattle farmers -acquired home~
steads, The decade of most wapid growth was from 1850 to 1890, - Garfield -
_ County's population stood at 3,897 An ,;890. During the. next 20 years it 1n-

7*treased by ‘only 300 persbns, - The. ppen:lng up of the prairies znd hills: for.

'=‘gi'a1n productioh and the coming oi' the railroad provided the etimulus for the

- Cfapid growth of the’ 1870~1890 ,p“a\:,‘ od, - Between 1910.and 1540 population dew
‘¢lined from: h,199 to 3,383. ‘Duking the l”a.tter part, of this period there wére
~Tow pricas and 4 depression’ m;wheat ff,"';. . ‘The trend toward cohsolidati.an
of farfig’ which had ‘begun ag. early as. LQQQ continued at'a rapic'i pace, “The
*:papid mechanization of cashwgrain’ farming also diaplaced many_ of the people
who were at one time employed in agriculture.

e 'l'able 2... population of ‘Garfield County. 0 M
g P S 1890-1955 o
o Censuér b Percent Percent
sy oy, o s Yeaps© .?ppula.tion Rural 1.Urbah
ST 1890;-?-'-"“"3 '897° 100, |*.. 'O
o ) 1900 . 33918 100, O
wo 1910 e 10199 0 0 R
1920-;_= _ 3;.‘875 00 | 0 ,
1930,_'7 Tr3,662° 200, |0 r
Cagho | 3;383 100,.- | 70, .
9507 300l 00, | . 8
+ 1955 | 732000 100 | LU Pl
= At ez‘_-;f":.?"-‘ ,;'i : Source: U S, Censua, Po EE ation 1 - i f -
. Rt fPomeroy ie :bha on«:lw incor.porated town 1n Garﬂ-.;ld Oounty. Itcc;ntad.aa
iy 1,775 people or 55 percentof :the county 's. inhabitants. - Other rural nonfarm
. people livedn- small unincorpamted towns scattered over the northern section
..of. the county; ' Many wheat -and 2ivestock farm operatora live in the towns and
; Fdommite to thelr properties durdng-thecrop. planting end harvesting seaaon.,
Pomeroy is the eounty seat located near the central part of:.the coiinty.’
Table 3,- Population of Incorporated Places:
L | o, 1e10-195T | s
":‘ _‘A | g“ R ‘ T, ey '“-j;rt;;w 5 A “; J';JV‘ " for - .t : -k..f’fv_'ﬁ,,-fli S
j_:t ’ ;‘ Pcmeroy 1,605 : g,,eoh 1;6oo~ -1,72; \1,7'(5 1,775 _'
y Popula.tion for 1957 18 estimate of the Waehington R :
s vetngn o oStabe Censue mard,,Apxi; 9 195?. T
iy e, Sourceae U5, Census; P lat!.om B .

A R  -Washington: #ate Census Boar&. S
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Pomeroy grew steadily until 1920 vhen a peak population of 1,80k was reached,

The town's population declined iSharply during the 1920%s with a total of 1,600

people reported in 1930, The towm had grown almost. back 4o its former peak by

1950 when 1,775 inhabitants were repotrted. Since 1950 the population of

Pomeroy has remained nearly stable, Pemeroy is principally an agricultural

;:ade center, It is also the terminus of a branch line of the Union Pacific
3iwaya

Typioal of many countiss of the westarn United States » Oarfield County
has been a melting pot of immigrants from many foreign lands, Free homesteads,
low-priced and productive land attracted many immigrants from agricultural
regions of the midwestern United States and Furope. In common with the other
southeastern Washington countiss, Germany and Canada furnished the most
foreigneborn immigrants, By 1890 about 8 percent of Garfield County's popu=

. lation wad of foreign birth with Germans making up one~third of that total.

Immigration from Burope declined after 1920 and by 1950 foreignnborn citigens
made up only 2 percent of the county's inhabitants. '

Table h.,- Foreign~Born White Population, Garfield County

Country of Birth 1890 | 1920 | 1850
~ England and WaleB.eese | 40| 19 8
. SCOt]-andnqaaol-onlooco 9 h 1
Northern Irelandeseces = ot bt
Ireland (Eire)oooo-oo- hl 6 1
NOYWaYesesscsvceverone 3 8 2
swedeno.oaoeo..ot.c.-. 23 16 6
DenmarKesessevesseoses 9 10 1
Netherlandso. Peaegesss 2 1 i
Switzerlando........'.:. - 7 e
Frmeo!n.no-onﬂliooo- . S . - owee
Gem'oooooopoho.oo. 108 63 25
POJ-andocoooooaonooonoa 1 1 1
czechoslavakiagooo..oao :3 banenl -
Ruatriaoooou.ooco'nono HY 1 1
Iugo,slaﬁaooooooo-oaoo b - —
Russia (UtSoSoRo)oo-oo 1l -2 ;
Finland,eeeceeosessese - 1 —
ftaiy..unoo......... - 13 1
Canada~frenthessesease b 3 —
Canada=Otherscossssoee 52 19 35
All other coumtries,ss | 15 5 3
Tetals O L36] 1719 1 67
Percent foreign~born Bol| Lab| 201

Source: U, S, Census, Population

Agriculture is by far the leading field of employment in Garfield County.
About UL percent of all wage earners and self-employed persons worked in agri-
culture in 1950. 'l'he Becond maJor type of employment was in miscellaneous

Py == K, Py e B &_

Ber\n.ces anu T-nl!‘u wag worTkK ‘.LI‘.\ 1‘6'68.1.1. anq ‘HDO.LGIMB ‘DI‘aﬂB’ bonanrucmon wWor
employed about one person out of every twelve in the county's work force,
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--Hinar occﬁpations Wera mamifacturing;-forestry,’ county, dtate and federal
E " goYernment: positions and ‘transportdtion, ‘The economy o:r Garfield County is
highly apecialized arcund comerciaﬁ cron azriculture. :

,_.;»,._,.'_.;g,.f;i_»_,’_' Table 5... Enployment of “the- Populatian N
CEL L v et . GarfheldiCéunty, 1954 . . i ..o

T Male Female To'bal Péreem-. of
Types of. E'npk’mm WSrké?zrg Workers | Workers | _Workers

215, 1,1u9 - 1oo.o

Transoortation..........u.'.... 18
Ra’hail. and wi'ro;Leeale etoresu.;.‘ ot 110* T
Mlacallaneous 89“1098..0...... h 93 : 12
Public admizistratici’ “{goverpw—f~.- -~ |
mont employment)eessvassesency - 3
Other mnployment............... ‘

5
Ma!mf&ctlmingoaoo!.itavtvvmn par, . NS B35 fa 5’:“';;" o 68 s
iy

"a‘; Employmen*b Oanpar.ed With' Ot.her. R,
-Garfield’ Cmmtv 1950 o .‘

A hotoiie e o bk 2 o

,_j':_(Based on U S,_;_ t'}e.naus Populat,ion, 1950)‘




